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EXECUTIVE AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Meetings: Held on the Third Thursday of each month at the Dr. Price Rooms, Little Street, Toowoomba 

at 7:30pm. 

Joining Fee: $15 per family (once off) 

New Member Fee: $20 per member (when joining between 1st July to 31st December) 

New Member Fee: $10 per member (when joining between 1st January to 30th June) 

Yearly Renewal: $20.00 per member due 1st July 

Aim: To foster the preservation and the active use of all Morris Vehicles. To         

encourage the rebuilding and improvement of the Morris and the installation of 

safety equipment in them. 

Membership to the Group shall be open to any person who is interested in        

pursuing the aim of the Group.  

Disclaimer: The Group and its Committee shall not be held responsible for any transaction begun 

through contacts made through the Group, its Newsletter or its Website. Material published is not   

necessarily the view of the Editor or the Committee.  

GROUP  

COORDINATOR 

VICE GROUP  

COORDINATOR 

DATING OFFICER CATERING 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

& WEBMASTER 

SECRETARY TREASURER 

Scott Smith 

4 Burnell Court 

Toowoomba, Qld,  4350 

Phone: 0455 750 441  

David Wagner 

34A Range Street 

Toowoomba, Qld, 4350 

Phone: 0429 804 073  

Greg Hall 

Unit 9, 17-19 Grasmere Rd 

Cremorne, NSW, 2090 

Mobile: 0411 836 193 

Email: tdmorrisgroup@hotmail.com 

Jan Smith 

Michael Muller  

12 Ward Street 

Highfields, Qld,  4352 

Phone: 07 4630 8475  

Ray Safstrom 

Unit 3, 14 Drewery St, 
Wilsonton, QLD, 4350 

Phone: 0452 520 079 

Roy Hall 

36 Butt Street 

Toowoomba, Qld, 4350 

Mobile: 0407 650 706 

Email: tdmorrisgroup@hotmail.com 
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GROUP COORDINATORS REPORT 

Welcome everyone to our July newsletter. 
 
Winter has certainly been making her presence felt lately.  It’s been cold but equally very 
peaceful, and in the mornings with the number of frosts we’ve had, has made it fun driving a 
Morris Minor every day.  Thankfully one of our Minors has a heater and it’s a good one, getting 
up to temperature quickly and blasting hot air into the cold cabin. 
 
It’s was great to see new and potential members joining us like minded Morry-folk on a run to 
Stellarossa Café in the Bernoth Centre, a good little turn out.  Cold but not raining at least. 
 
Jim and Tricia also organised a run to Preston for morning tea before heading on to Green-
mount Hotel for spot of lunch.  Another good rollup and a wonderful mix of Morries joining in 

on what was a beautiful winters day. 
 
David Wagner’s run which was sched-
uled for the 17th July unfortunately 
had to be postponed as a number of 
members were double booked that 
weekend.  Hopefully it will be resched-
uled soon as it should be a very inter-
esting run to Kev’s Shed to view his 
collection of restored vehicles. 
 
No shortage of interesting events over 
next month and a half however.  The 
Car Inc Meeting at the Chinchilla Weir 

is first up followed a week later by the M’eights Run to the Cabarlah Markets.   
 
Our region is also preparing to host some great local events starting with Warwick’s Jumpers & 
Jazz later in July.  Then in September we have Toowoomba’s 
month long Carnival of Flowers, and don’t forget, following a num-
ber of postponements the Toowoomba Swap Meet, hosted by the 
DDVVMC is finally going ahead on 3rd & 4th September.  All infor-
mation can be found on the events page.   
 
Lastly, Covid has reared its ugly head for a some of our members.  
Tricia, Mick and Merle have come down with the dreaded lurgy.   
Hoping you have a speedy recovery. 
 
Until next time, happy minoring. 
 

Scott 

“...great to see new and 

potential members joining 

us like minded Morry-folk... 

http://www.morrisdownunder.com/
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R u n  v ia  P re s to n  to  
G re e n mo u n t  H o te l   

Meeting at K-Mart top car park for a 9:30 start we could not have asked for better weather.  A 
good strong warming winters sun and no wind. 

 
For the first part of the run we headed out along Ruthven St to the Preston turn-off at Hodgson 

Vale and it was not long before the cars were all in first gear for the steep pull up Panoramic 
Drive to the look-out where we had morning tea and enjoyed the view for many miles out to-

wards Ramsay and Cambooya and beyond. 

 

Most of us are mystified how they managed to get the concrete trucks to the top and not spill 
their load during the steep climb for the many new homes now perched up there.  After morn-

ing tea it was off to Greenmount. 
 

Leading the way I ignored a road closed sign which at the time did not make sense as I could 

see for quite a distance that there was nothing but a problem free road.  About a kilometre 
further however it was quite clear the sign meant business and we had to about turn.  Now Jim 

lead the way to Cambooya and onto Greenmount for lunch.  A top meal and incredibly gener-
ous portions, I don't think anyone managed to eat everything on their plate. 

 
When we departed some members home via Cambooya and the rest of us went by the main 

highway.  An eventful day out with everyone enjoying the drive and company, a big thanks to 
Jim for organising. 

 

John 
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SECRETARY & EDITOR NOTES 

We are now in the new TDMG Group year and a quick reminder that membership renewals 
were due for payment by the 1st July.  More than 75% of our members have renewed to date, 
and thank you to those who have done so.  Those still yet to pay are urged to do so quickly be-
fore the July grace period expires and you become unfinancial. 
 
You can pay online or bring your cash to this months meeting (in an envelope with your name 
on the outside).  Although renewal forms are no longer issued, should you require one to up-
date any of your details, 
please let me know and I 
can email one to you. 
 
Very pleased to say that 
my ‘59 HAZ project contin-
ues with almost everything 
painted and looking re-
splendent in its original 
colour of Murlong Grey.  
Only the road wheels and 
some small miscellaneous 
bits remain to be coated.  
The reassembly process is 
now underway. 
 
Over the last month, the 
weather has been a bit of a 
mixed bag and seemingly not being able to make up its mind; wet days, cold days, windy days 
then a few brilliant blue days thrown in just for good measure. 
 
June 19 saw one of those brilliant blue days and right on cue for the run organised by Jim Rob-
ertson.  Despite the steep hills, some of the older Morries also made an appearance for a great  
day out to Preston and Greenmount Hotel. 
 
Scott’s run on July 10 also had a good roll up with everyone enjoying a coffee morning and the 
usual chit-chat at Stellarossa Café in the new part of the Bernoth Centre—photos below. 
 

Roy 

July 

Lauren Peters, Michael Muller, Terry Brown, 

Annette Armitage & Linda Brooker  
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF TOOWOOMBA & DOWNS MORRIS GROUP  
Held on Thursday 16th June, 2022 at Dr Price Rooms, Little Street, Toowoomba. 

OPENING:  Scott Smith opened the meeting at 7:30pm and welcomed everyone. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  As per attendance book 

 

APOLOGIES:  Ken & Linda Brooker, Anne Draheim, Tricia Robertson, Doug Tebbit, Maree Pitt 

 

VISITORS:  Nil 

 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  As per newsletter 

 

Moved Roy Hall, seconded David Williams that the minutes printed in the newsletter be ac-

cepted as read. Carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Inwards: 

• Heritage Bank Statement 

• Email Newsletters from various clubs. 

 

Outwards: 

• Newsletters to members and other clubs 

 

Moved Roy Hall, seconded David Williams that the correspondence inwards and outwards be 

accepted.  Carried. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

Presented by Treasurer, Ray Safstrom. 

 

Moved Ray Safstrom, seconded John Parker that the report be received and the accounts be 

paid. 

 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

• Memberships are Due by 30th June.  Scott Smith thanked those who have settled to 

date and mentioned that Treasurer Ray is ready to process 

more payments tonight. Roy advised that nine members had 

paid online prior to tonight’s meeting.  

• Scott advised we had received a membership application 

from Rob & Helen Cooper who are well known to our mem-

bers and have attended many of our runs and functions.  All 

members agreed that we accept their application and wel-

come them to our group. 

• Dennis Smith said he had been talking to Ken Brooker who 

said his car was very close to completion and just waiting for a 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF TOOWOOMBA & DOWNS MORRIS GROUP  
Held on Thursday 16th June, 2022 at Dr Price Rooms, Little Street, Toowoomba. 

few front-end bits.  

• Last month’s suggestion that we have a combined pre-Christmas get together with the 

Queensland and Southside clubs at Plainland Hotel. Booking enquiries for Plainlands 

have not been favourable and the venue has been moved to Esk and set for the 12th of 

November. 

• Roy to send invitation to Queensland and Southside Clubs to join us.  RSVP by 20th Oc-

tober. 

• Scott spoke about the 2023 Nationals which he intends to attend, hopefully in a Morris. 

Roy also plans to attend but likely in caravan.  It is suggested that over the next few 

meetings we gather expressions of interest as to who is going and how in order to plan a 

suitable meeting point and date in Adelaide. 

 

Scott Smith thanked all for attending and there being no further business Scott closed the 

meeting at 8:10pm. 

Dennis has spent the last few years on and off rebuilding our daughter’s Morry and last week 

we handed it over to Wendy. 

 
The Morry was purchased from Les Kirby at Miles and spent quite a few years in our shed.  The 

motor and running gear are from a Corolla with many parts coming from the rebuild of Blue-
bell.  We wanted to keep the outside and interior as close to standard as possible.  Lots of 

work and rebuilding parts. 
 

It is going well and Wendy is enjoying driving it to work and around town.  Nicknamed Poppy, 
after the ANZAC poppy, and as respect for her Vet Dad, she is very much appreciated by 

Wendy and her family. 

 

Jan 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday 21st July General Meeting 7:30pm Dr. Price Rooms, Little St. Toowoomba. 
 

21st to 31st July Jumpers & Jazz in July, Warwick. Flyer on back page. 
 

Sunday 24th July CAR Inc Annual General Meeting at the Chinchilla Weir. The day 
will start with a BYO morning tea at 10:30am followed by the 
General Meeting then immediately followed by the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting. The Chinchilla Club is providing lunch in the form 
of a sausage sizzle following the completion of the days pro-
ceedings. 
 

Saturday 30th July Invitation from our member, Janet Houlahan to TDMG for an ex-
clusive previewing of her new Studio before the grand opening. 
6 New England Highway, Crows Nest. Meet 9:15am at Mt. 
Kynoch for a 9:30am departure. 
 

Sunday 31st July M’eights Slow Run to the Cabarlah Markets. Meet at 9am, Bridge 
St, just up from McDonald's then drive to Gowrie Junction and 
Meringandan then on to the markets. You can BYO morning tea 
or have it there. Possibly go to the Highfields tavern for lunch, if 
anyone is interested. 
 

Saturday 6th August Miles From Anywhere Auto Show & Shine. Vehicle registration 
9am to 10:30am, $10 vehicle entry. Flyer on back page. 

Thursday 18th August Annual General Meeting 7:30pm Dr. Price Rooms, Little St.  
Toowoomba. 
 

1st to 30th September Toowoomba Carnival Of Flowers. 
 

3rd & 4th September  49th Toowoomba Swap Meet, held at the Toowoomba Show-
grounds. Hosted by the Darling Downs Veteran & Vintage Motor 
Club Inc. 
 

Sunday 18th September Shannons All British Day – Brisbane 2022. St Joseph’s Sports 
Grounds, 67A Vivian Street, Tennyson. Gates open at 8am. Field 
display entry is $20 (cash only). Clubs to provide vehicle num-
bers prior 15th September. General admission $5 per car, $2 
walk-ins. 
 

Thursday 22nd September General Meeting 7:30pm Dr. Price Rooms, Little St. Toowoomba. 
 

Thursday 20th October General Meeting 7:30pm Dr. Price Rooms, Little St. Toowoomba. 
 

Saturday 12th November Combined Morris Clubs pre-Christmas get together with the 
Queensland and Southside clubs at Esk. More details to come. 
 

Thursday 17th November General Meeting 7:30pm Dr. Price Rooms, Little St. Toowoomba. 
 

Saturday 26th November Xmas at the Glenvale Club. Numbers will be required by Novem-
ber 17th. Further details to come. 
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The Morris Registers of Australia, 
23rd National Rally, Dubbo 

The Morris Registers of Australia have a 

National Rally in either Qld, SA, Vic or 

NSW every 2 years.  The first one was held 

in Swan Hill in Victoria in 1978.  We have 

been to 10 of these rallies.  The first one I 

attended was at Bundanoon in 1982 

when I drove my Morris 8 saloon.  A long 

slow trip. 

 

Anyway getting back to this National Rally 

held over the Easter long weekend.  We 

had only just put the motor/gearbox back 

into the 1800 a month prior to departure, 

after an oil leak in the auto transmission.  

Setting off on the Wednesday before 

Easter with a little uncertainty but a lot of 

confidence that the car was ready.  We 

travelled down the Newell Highway stop-

ping overnight at Moree.  We got to Dub-

bo around 2pm on Thursday and booked 

into our motel.  Friday morning it was off 

to the Rally Headquarters at the show-

grounds to register, and look over the 

other Morris's that were there.  After the 

opening ceremony by the Mayor of Dub-

bo, we were off for a drive to the Narro-

mine Aircraft Museum.  We had lunch 

here.  An informal dinner was held at the 

Westside Hotel. 

 

Saturday morning it was back to the 

showgrounds for the start of our drive, 

past the Dubbo zoo, to Yeoval, to see the 

Banjo Paterson Museum, and have morn-

ing tea.  Afterwards we were off to Wel-

lington for lunch at Pioneer Park, beside 

the creek, a lovely shaded picnic spot.  

Dinner tonight is at the Pastoral Hotel.  

Sunday morning, we all gathered at Ossie 

Park, situated on the lower side of Dubbo 

beside the creek, for our cars to be dis-
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The Morris Registers of Australia, 
23rd National Rally, Dubbo 

played.  There were a lovely Morris’s on 

display, from a 1915 Oxford up to a 1975 

Moke.  We went for a walk up to the mar-

kets and had a look around, including a 

spot of lunch.   

 

During the presentation dinner held at 

the Dubbo RSL the Victorian Morris Reg-

ister put on a display and the location of 

the 2024 Rally—to be held in Shepparton.  

It will held a couple of weeks after Easter.  

The clubs have been talking for years to 

change the time, to get away from Easter.  

We will see how it goes. 

 

Monday it was back to the Showgrounds 

for the official farewell and morning tea.  

After this for those staying on, we were 

off for a pleasant drive to the Gilgandra 

Museum which included lunch.  Tricia 

and I set off for home on Tuesday morn-

ing via Dunedoo, Manilla and overnight 

at Bingara.  Eventually arriving home on 

Wednesday. 

 

The organisers did a wonderful job put-

ting this rally together despite the uncer-

tainty with ever present threat of Covid.  

Full credit them as they only had a short 

period of time to organise everything. 

 

Our Morris ran beautifully all week and 

didn't use any oil.  We had a lovely week 

away but unfortunately don't think we will 

be attending the Shepparton Rally.  The 

25th National Morris Rally is returning to 

Queensland to a town which will be re-

vealed at Shepparton. 

 

Jim & Tricia 
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My Morris Minor                 by Bob Cooper 

My current Morris Minor is the third one that I have owned.  It all started back in the early sev-
enties when I was in the Airforce based in Sydney.  Helen’s Uncle & Aunty had this little pale 
green 1960 two door that they no longer needed so they asked us if we where interested and 
of cause I jumped at the chance.  I cannot remember how much we paid but it wasn’t much.   
  
It was a good little car although it had some mechanical issues which we got sorted.  With a 
growing family, sadly it proved to be too small so we traded it up on a Holden Kingwood sta-
tion wagon.  Unfortunately I do not have any photos of either car as being in the Forces you 
get moved around a bit and it never occurred to me at the time to get some.  
  
On one of those moves, we found ourselves posted to Malaysia and on arrival one of the 
things you have to organise is your means of transport.  On the other side of the coin, some-
one is heading home on posting to Australia and inevitably they have a car and dog they need 
to pass on.  So our first car is a little red Volkswagon and the dog is a labrador which proved to 
be a bit of a lemon—the car that is, not the dog.  We moved that one on pretty quickly.  As luck 
would have it, a friend was due to be posted back home and he had a little two door ‘54 Mor-
ris which he sold to me. 

 
It was a good little car but vehicle mechanical regulations in Malaysia are somewhat lax so 
things that would not pass here in Australia are typically overlooked over there.  For instance 
on two separate occasions I had lost a front wheel.  On the first occasion the left front fell off as 
I was backing out my driveway and on the second it was the front right as I was on my way 
home one night from volleyball.  Needless to say I had to walk home.  At work the next day, 
the boys I had working for me at the time asked me if my car was for sale, and if so it must be 
going reasonable cheap.  CHEEKY BUGGERS! 
  
Fast forward forty odd years and I have the Morris Minor bug all over again, this time it is a ‘59 
four door which I found on Gumtree, located in Taree NSW.  I suppose what attracted me to it 
was that it was QLD blue plate modified and I asked a friend who was living down there to go 
and have a look and his verdict was that it was in pretty good condition.  So I took his word for 
it and as the price was reasonable I took the punt.  
  
Arranging with the owner to get it delivered to me in Ipswich worked out reasonable well as 
he had a friend coming up with an empty car trailer.  But as it turned out, on delivery the car 
was not exactly what I imagined.  Let’s say it had a few issues, as most Morris Minors do.  One 
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My Morris Minor                 by Bob Cooper 

of those issues was a number of leaks in the side windows.  Apparently the now previous own-
er had it parked out in the weather and not under cover.   
 
Like most Morris Minor owners, changes or upgrades were made.  The most obvious change 
was that it didn’t have a Morris engine, in it’s place was a Datsun 1200 and a four speed trans-
mission.  Further tinkering and with the help from my mate Denis Smith, we changed out the 
diff with a Corolla KE30 and upgraded the front brake system together with a set of Corolla 
disc brakes.  
  
Digging deeper into the car however, I discovered there was more serious issue with the body 
in the form of the dreaded brown stuff—rust.  With that in mind, I decided to strip it down and 
send it off to be sand blasted, well that uncovered more issues so it was off to the panel beat-
ers to get her back into shape.  Months and months later, probably about nine to be exact, 
with the body straight and the rust cut out it was finally ready for paint.  We decided on the 
colour Poison Ivy Green.  Painting is not a quick process so that took a few more months but 
finally we managed to get it home and then comes the part where you start putting it back to-
gether.  Lots of fun….not!  
  
As she started to take shape and began to look like a Morris again, I decided to invest in a set 
of early Torana bucket seats.  I also found a good upholsterer to take care of all the inside trim, 
door cards and so on and ordered a new wiring harness from Vin Harness Melbourne.  As I 
speak the car is at the auto electricians having the wiring harness fitted.  
 
It has been a long two and a half years, but I can finally see the light at the end of the tunnel 
and we are very much looking forward to her first drive.  
 

Bob & Helen 
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T O O W O O M B A  &  D O W N S  M O R R I S  G R O U P  

Postal Address 

Att:  TDMG Secretary 

C/- 36 Butt St 

Harristown, Toowoomba, Qld, 4350 

Contact Us 

 

tdmorrisgroup@hotmail.com 

www.morrisdownunder.com/downs 

TDMG REGALIA 
 

Polo shirts with logo $32.50  |  Bucket Hat or Cap with logo $16 

Jacket with logo only $55  |  Jacket with name and logo $60.50 

All regalia can be ordered direct from:  
 

Toowoomba Embroidery Centre 

581 Ruthven Street, Toowoomba, Ph (07) 4639 3255 

TDMG stickers, external type.  

i.e. adhesive on the back to stick on 

the outside of glass. 

 

 
 

Available from the Secretary @ $1.50 

each. 


